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and magical rhythms¦but while 
many traditional style acts play their 
music with mournful respect, it³s the 
irreverence with which Camembert 
approach their music that gives it its 
vibrancy and energy. ¦Drag yourself 
out to see Monsieur Camembert!µ 
(Revolver Magazine, Sept. 2001)

´¦..somehow two parts push-you-
back-in-your-chair passion to one 
part tongue-in-cheek excitement. 
Don³t make my mistake and get 
so carried away by this music 
that you hurl your empty shot-
glass into the fireplace · only to 
realise you don³t have a fireplace.µ 
Sydney Morning Herald, Dec. 2001

Monsieur Camembert are performing 
at KULCHA Friday 2 May 8.00pm.

Also appearing in the month 
of May are Blackwood from 
central Victoria, Rachel Hore, 
and Tigramuna, who are touring 
with Music Viva both from NSW 
Don³t forget Stems frontman 
Dom Mariani³s CD Launch  on 
Saturday 31 May at KULCHA.

Monsieur Camembert - 2002 ARIA 
Award winner for World Music are 
an acclaimed 6-piece combo who 
fuse the wild gypsy rhythms of 
Eastern Europe with hot-club swing 
and jazz. Mixing Hungarian, Russian 
and Romanian gypsy styles with 
tango, swing, klezmer and French 
Musette, Sydney-based Monsieur 
Camembert³s shows have become 
synonymous with an atmosphere 
of celebration and spontaneity. This 
is gutsy, emotive and irresistibly 
danceable music, played with 
originality and virtuosity.

What the critics say about Monsieur 
Camembert:
´¦frenetic energy and unstoppable 
groove¦and it³s impossible not to 
dance to. You could be forgiven 
for thinking that this 6-piece band 
spend their every waking moment 
studying complex arrangements 

Aria Award winners Monsieur Camembert to play at KULCHA
MAY IS FOR MUSIC!

Monsieur Camembert

Blackwood - harp, guitar, mandolin and vocals.

Rachel Hore - singer/songwriter

Tigramuna - AfroCuban



General Manager³s Foreword

in world music. Alan states that ´ the 
backbone of communities operating 
as the value system that is integral to 
all we do and think about ourselves 
is culture and through the medium 
of the arts, cultural organisations 
provide the visual, literal, theatrical 
and creative activities in which 
we can participate or appreciateµ

Alan brings to the board of KULCHA 
a background in public policy 
and development, an acumen for 
financial and fiscal responsibility, 
and a deep appreciation for the 
building of stronger sustainable 
communities through cultural 
diversity and agreed value systems. 
See KULCHA  website for board 
profile.  

The AGM was held at KULCHA on 
Tuesday 25 March 2003. KULCHA 
welcomes its newest board member 
Alan Abraham and congratulates Ms 
Betty Depiazzi on being re-elected.

Alan Abraham holds a Bachelor of 
Business in Economics and Finance 
from Curtin University (formerly 
the Western Australian Institute of 
Technology) with a Marketing minor. 

Alan is currently a member of WA³s 
and possibly Australia³s only Cajun 
band ´Cahootsµ, playing mainly 
percussion and also doing vocals.  
He has also produced under his 
independent label Sassafras Records 
Cahoots CD ´Bayou Rhythmsµ. Alan 
believes in the wealth of Western 
Australian artists of cultural diversity 

KULCHA Annual General Meeting

Fremantle Mayor Peter Tagliaferri speaks at AGM

At the KULCHA AGM held on 25th 
March 2003, Ms Betty Depiazzi and 
Mr Alan Abraham were elected for a 
two-year period. Congratulations to 
both candidates who join Mr Keith 
Saggers and Mr Wai Paki as elected 
board members. I would also like 
to acknowledge the contribution 
of 2002 board members Mr Steve 
Barnes, Ms Pina Caffarelli, Mr Victor 
Ho and Ms Minoo Sarparast.

March and April certainly have been 
exciting months for KULCHA with 
a sold out Quarry Music Carnival 
which presented the Latin American 
Cultural Association, Shangara Jive, 
Firefly, Te Rangatahi Maori Club and 
Sabroson to a highly appreciative 
audience at the Quarry Amphitheatre 
in City Beach. Special thanks to Ms 
Christina Morrissy for hosting the 
event. 

The Kwinana World Music Carnival, 
presented in partnership with the 
Town of Kwinana featuring Ziggy 
Bey Jan Group and LC Salsa, 
followed the Quarry Music Carnival. 
The audiences in Kwinana started 
dancing straight away (must be a 
cultural thing!) and the hundreds 
of children in attendance certainly 
enjoyed the performances.

The other important event was 
Harmony Week, March 17-21 with 
the theme ²Towards Mutual Respect³. 
As many of you will know the Office 
of Multicultural Interests is a major 
sponsor and supporter of KULCHA 
and we were pleased to participate 
in Harmony Week activities. In 
collaboration with the City of 
Fremantle, KULCHA presented a 
week long series of African music 
workshops attended by the youth 
from Fremantle Primary School, led 
by George Joe and Sally Queally. 
The week culminated in the African 
fashions of Ethiopian designer Firkirte 
H. Mariam and a performance by 
Shangara Jive. Special thanks to Mr 
Peter Tagliaferri, Fremantle Mayor, 
for hosting a Harmony Day lunch 
and Mr Phil Thompson, Cultural 
Development Co-ordinator, at the 
City of Fremantle.

I had the pleasure of meeting Ms 
Christine Pulvirenti, Chair of the 
Australia Council Multicultural 
Advisory Committee, who took 
the time to visit KULCHA and see 
the venue and Mr Hass Dellal, 
Executive Director of the Australian 
Multicultural Foundation who was on 
brief visit to Perth in March. 

I also met with the founder of the 
Ethnic Music Centre, (now KULCHA) 
Mr Linsey Pollak while he was in 
Perth with Ross Daly for PIAF and Mr 
Liang Xiao Zhuang, Deputy Director 
General of the Shanghai Municipal 
Culture, Radio, Film and Telivision 
Administration.

We look forward to seeing you at 
KULCHA.

WALTER GOMES

Linsey Pollak and GM at KULCHA

From left: Minoo Sarparast, Pina Caffarelli, Keith 
Saggers, Betty Depiazzi, Alan Abraham, Victor Ho




